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Mr. Michael Edgar 
The Hills Shire Council 
3 Columbia Court 
Norwest 
2153 
 
 
26 February 2021 

The Hills District Bowling Club – Planning Proposal 

 
Dear Mr. Edgar, 

The Hills District Bowling Club is pleased to submit this Planning Proposal which seeks to amend The 

Hills Local Environmental Plan 2019 (HLEP 2019) to facilitate the renewal of the Club and provide for 

future mixed-use development on the site.  

Need to revitalise the Club 

The Hills Bowling Club has been in continuous operation (as a bowling club) for more than 80 years.  

There is an urgent need to reposition the Club from an ageing facility to become more relevant with 

the evolving demographics and changing needs of the community. This proposal provides a significant 

opportunity for the Baulkham Hills area to gain a true community facility hub of great benefit. 

The Hills District Bowling Club is the legal owner of the site and has entered into an agreement with 

Arden to redevelop the site due to the aging and declining nature of the existing clubhouse and 

associated facilities. Arden is very experienced in redeveloping sporting and community clubs. 

Social, economic and environmental benefits 

The Planning Proposal has been developed through a collaborative process undertaken jointly by The 

Hills Club Board and Arden. The Planning Proposal is supported by an expert independent consultant 

team following an evidence based approach across all disciplines. 

The vision for the site is a revitalised modern club with state-of-the-art bowling and community 

facilities, civic and communal spaces and a greater diversity of activities available to its members and 

the broader community. The Club will continue to function as the heart of the site and will be 

supported by a diversified set of uses including commercial, residential and senior’s accommodation, 

ensuring its long-term viability.  
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The proposal will lead to a wide range of public benefits to the local and broader community including 

new jobs, improved traffic and transport outcomes, improved through-site linkages, and increased 

activation to the Town Centre as well as sustained future local contributions. 

We currently have in excess of 3,500 members of which approximately 200 are bowlers - both men 

and women. In November 2019 (in accordance with the Registered Clubs Act and the Club’s 

Constitution), the members voted overwhelmingly to progress the renewal process and formally 

engage Arden to deliver our vision for the site. 

We have been an important social hub in the Hills District catering for a diverse range of members, 

with particular emphasis on providing family-friendly facilities. Many community clubs and 

organisations use the Club’s facilities on a regular basis. The proposed redevelopment of the Club will 

enable even more community groups to utilise the Club’s facilities in the future. This is particularly 

important in light of the many bowl’s clubs that have closed in recent years due to an inability to 

diversify from just bowls.  

The proposed covered sporting and recreational facilities will have great benefit due to the expansion 

of sporting and other related social activities. This will in-turn potentially increase younger generations 

of the community utilising the club. 

Response to COVID 19 

Like many clubs in our situation, the COVID 19 pandemic resulted in the club’s closure for 

approximately 4 months. The critical importance of the club’s role in providing and facilitating 

opportunities for social inclusion for our local community was more evident than ever. Particularly in 

relation to our bowlers and our many community groups in the aged sector of where the Club plays a 

very important role in their ongoing health and well-being. 

During this unprecedented global event, we are all aware that the health and economic well-being of 

Australia and NSW still remains at risk. Federal, State and Local Government all recognise the 

significant benefits of maintaining places where the community can socialise as well as provide for 

local economic stimulus and benefits to local communities. The investment of a critical social 

infrastructure - such as the redevelopment of our Club and associated residential and commercial uses 

will benefit the local community in many ways to combat the pandemic. 

This planning submission has been through a lengthy, comprehensive and collaborative process as the 

club has desired to ensure that the proposal exceeds the expectation of the Hills Community and its 

constituents. 

I look forward to having further discussions with Council to ensure this important proposal for our 

community is supported. 

Kind regards 

 

Ken Carroll 

Chairperson - The Hills District Bowling Club 


